A brief history of printing of lithographic medical books in modern times.
A large number of lithographic medical books came out within about 100 years after the introduction of lithography technique from the west. There are about 1000 extant lithographic medical books among which 500 still extant as lithographic edition in our country. The development of lithographic medical book could be divided into three stages: the embryonic stage, the prosperous stage and the devlined stage. In spite of the shortcomings that the printing was not exquisite and the textual proofreading was not precise, the value of these lithographic medical books could not be underrated in preserving the medical documents, spreading the medical knowledge and promoting the confluence of TCM and western medicine.